
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

Order No. 92-028

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

Ridgemont Development Company, Ridgemont Development Company dba Watt Homes
of Northern California, Inc., and Aluminum Company of America
Leona Heights Sulfur Mine and Mining Waste Disposal Site
Oakland Hills, Alameda County

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region,
(hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. Ridgemont Development Company dba Watt Homes of Northern California, Inc.
is the current property owner of the Leona Heights Sulfur Mine and Mining Waste
Disposal Site (hereinafter called the Site) located in the Oakland Hills near the
junction of Interstate 580 and State Highway 13. Ridgemont Development
Company submitted a Report of Waste Discharge (ROWD) on July 22, 1991
consisting of a Mine Closure and Post-Closure Maintenance Plan. The ROWD is
hereby incorporated as part of this Order.

2. Aluminum Company of America owned the site from 1975 to 1986. In 1980 Watt
Homes acquired an interest in the site under a joint venture development
agreement. In 1986Watt Homes became the sole owner of the site. The Site was
operated as a sulfur mine from approximately 1900- 1929by the Leona Chemical
Company. Since cessation of mining activities, conditions at the site have changed
very little. Both the current and previous property owner are responsible for
proper closure and maintenance of the mined area. RIDGEMONT
DEVELOPMENT COMPANY, RIDGEMONT DEVELOPMENT dba WATT HOMES
OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA, INC., and ALUMINUMCOMPANY OF AMERICA
are hereinafter called the dischargers.

3. Sulfur-bearing ore was mined from this location and possibly used to manufacturer
paint pigments and sulfuric acid. Sulfuric acid production is a fairly simple
process most likely done by crushing the ore, possibly heating it, and running
water through it. The residual crushed ore is what remains at the Site and will be
referred to as mine tailings. The presence of these mine tailings is what constitutes
a discharge of waste to land. When water contacts these mine tailings the quality
becomes significantly altered producing what is generally called "acid mine
drainage". Acid mine drainage poses a serious threat to the beneficial uses of
receiving waters in that it is very acidic and contains high concentrations of
dissolved metals in exceedence of water quality objectives.




















